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Over the past five years, tensions over territorial sovereignty and maritime rights in the South China Sea have captured a great regional and international attention given fact that China - a rising power with growing military capabilities is the key player. To assert its claims and interests, China has undertaken some called them “tailored coercion” with a pattern of “dialing up and dialing down coercive diplomacy” in the South China Sea. In the debate on China’s recent posture, drawing on structural realist perspective, most of scholars who focus on discerning “dialing up” and “unprecedented risk-taking” aspects attribute Chinese assertive behaviour to the country’s pursuit of influence and regional hegemony. Other liberalist observers try to explain China’s moves and efforts to soothe relations with ASEAN and believe that increasing economic interdependence plays an important role in restraining and dampening tendencies toward conflict. The paper however will try to capture the nature of Chinese behaviour by adopting the perspective of crisis management and crisis bargaining. The paper will analyse three aspects of persuasion, accommodation and coercion, which are three basic components of a crisis bargaining strategy and apply to understand that of China in the South China Sea during the past five years. It argues that the trend of “dialing up and down” will continue as so far it appears to be an effective way for China to bargain with the region to accept its maritime claims and interests in the South China Sea.
