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Abstract:
Hong Kong’s dramatic urban transformation, from the late 50s until now, has changed the city’s face and identity. The anthropic activity on the Shatin area, that began in the early 70′, after land reclamation, the extension of land over the sea, and the creation of the artificial river Shing Mun, has cancelled a many rural villages creating the biggest residential urban agglomerate in Hong Kong. The river as place of contact between two points, natural landscape and artificial landscape, is the results of production activity, social, cultural and environmental life in the various neighbourhoods starting from Tai Wai up to Tai Po. In order to explore the implication of increasing of human density in diverse levels and how body-flows patterns transform the urban environments around Shatin Area, Alessandro Carboni developed, under the commission of Hong Kong Sound Library, a sound-scape mapping project. The artist investigated how the body and sound can be used to map, read and produce a narrative reportage of Shing Mun River. Alessandro Carboni proposed a mix method of data embodied and sonification mapping of landspace involving a sequential taxonomy of steps field-recording and performance practices. The paper intends to underline the key elements of the project, and therefore look at how embodiment practices are involved in his creative process. As practitioner, the artist looks at urban environment in Hong Kong and how it affect its practice in their mutual interaction.

Biography:
Alessandro Carboni is an interdisciplinary artist who’s projects explore the complex relationships between body and space. His performance are mappings that represent places that the artist reshapes and weaves according to the different stages stimulated by specific urban contingencies. The materials and collected data, produced during the long periods of work and residence in selected urban areas, are accumulated in an archive that is transformed into visual works and body performance.
Alessandro Carboni’s projects have been displays, performed and situated in many countries across the world. Commissions include Santarcangelo Festival; Biennale of Architecture of Hong Kong/Shenzhen; Ciant, Prague; S.T.E.I.M, Amsterdam; FestArch festival Internazionale di Architettura, Cagliari; 1aSpace Hong Kong; Mediadanse – Département Danse de l’Université ParisVIII; New School University, New York; Bamboo Curtain Studio, Taipei; Hong Kong Pavillion, Biennale International Architecture Exhibition in Venice; Central Saint Martin’s University of Art, London. At the moment he’s developing a PhD at the School of Creative Media, City University, Hong Kong. As a committed teacher, he has been lecturing about his findings at numerous distinguished academic and nonacademic institutions. Based in Hong Kong and Sardinia, he is currently working as an independent artist.
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