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Panel: “Networks, Contacts and Exchanges: The Material and Funerary Cultures of Early Polities in East Asia”


Circulation of objects and techniques, dissemination of funerary practices, exchange networks are the key topics of this panel which looks to reconsider the nature and extent of relationships between the various polities that emerged in East Asia between the fifth century BC and the sixth century AD. Until the past few decades, archaeological findings were analyzed by referring to historical texts which were often fragmentary and imprecise. Since then, a considerable amount of more recent archaeological findings offer new perspectives and tell a different and more balanced story about the development of these polities in relation to their neighbours. 
The six papers of this panel focus on two interaction spheres, the first, southern one, centers on the relationships between the continent and Japan. Shinya SHODA re-examines the influence of the Korean Peninsula on the cuisine culture of the Japanese islands by using recently excavated wooden utensils. Linda GILAIZEAU investigates the adoption of continental burial features, their transformation and reinterpretation by Yayoi societies in cemeteries of Northern Kyushu, and Britta STEIN studies the impact of the arrival of the horse in the Japanese archipelago. A new set of objects of prestige and funerary practices emerged as a consequence.  
The second interaction sphere, in the northern regions, concerns the circulation of objects and dissemination of techniques. Akiko NAKAMURA compares the roof tile production technique of the Chinese Central Plain with that of the Korean peninsula, in particular with the Chinese Lelang commandery in North Korea. Ariane PERRIN studies the mixed Han Chinese and non-Han mortuary furnishings of the wooden chamber tombs of the Lelang commandery and differences in interment practices. Shing MUELLER and Sonja FILIP discuss a foreign funerary rite that emerged during the period of the Tuoba Xianbei in northern China: the use of chin-straps to keep the mouth of the deceased closed.
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 Adoption, Transformation, Reinterpretation: The Evolution of Northern Kyushu Burial Systems during the Yayoi Period and their Connection with those of The Korean Peninsula (5th c. BC – AD 3rd c.)

The Yayoi culture was born from the encounter in Northern Kyushu of populations arrived from the Korean peninsula and native Japanese populations of Jomon culture around the 5th century BC. The exchanges with the societies of the Southern Korean peninsula are uninterrupted during all the Yayoi period and are visible in settlement and even more in burials. The study of the evolution of funeral practices, as much in terms of architecture as in terms of burial goods, cemeteries organization or burying practices, allows us to portray a contrasted evolution of the treatment of the dead throughout the period. As markers of the progressive transformation of the Yayoi societies from the 5th century BC to the 3rd century AD, the Northern Kyushu tombs also attest to the relationships between the Japanese archipelago and the Korean peninsula through similarities and differences that can be observed in the burial features. Thus, we can suggest an evolution in several phases for the cemeteries of Northern Kyushu. These different phases reflect phenomena of adoption, abandon and reinterpretation of the continental burial culture but they also show clearly original evolutions, resulting from societies with a well defined identity compared to its continental neighbours.


Ariane PERRIN
Université Paris Diderot

A Study of the Mixed Mortuary Furnishings of the Han Period Tombs of the Lelang Commandery in North Korea

The renewed interest for the archaeology of the Chinese Lelang commandery (108 BC – AD 313) is fairly recent in South Korea and coincided with an exhibition about Lelang at the National Museum of Korea in Seoul (2001). More than 3,000 Han period tombs associated with this commandery were found in the Pyongyang area, on the southern bank of the Taedong river. This paper analyzes the varied and mixed furnishings of the wooden chamber tombs, Han Chinese-style objects (lacquerware, seals, bronze ware, weapons, mingqi, jade) and local ones (mumun plain pottery, slender-type bronze dagger, animal-shaped buckle).  
Given that North Korean archaeologists do not recognize the existence of the Lelang commandery in the Korean Peninsula, there is a paucity of available reports.  It is for this reason it is difficult to draw any conclusion, but one can see that some common rules presided over the placement and orientation of the wooden coffins, and that interment practices were different from the Chinese Central Plain. The study of mortuary assemblages of the wooden chamber tombs of the Pyongyang area, dating before the establishment of the commanderies, reveals furthermore that Chinese-style objects are rare, while slender-type bronze dagger, charriot pieces, local bronze horse trappings and pottery are common.  
 

Sonja FILIP, Shing MUELLER
University of Munich, Germany

Metal Chin-straps for the Deceased: Origin, Acceptance and Archaeological Interpretation

One of the most peculiar funerary customs in the Northern Wei period (386-534) is the use of metal chin-straps to prevent the mandible of the deceased from dropping. In a preliminary study it has been demonstrated that the immediate origin of this foreign headgear for the deceased can be traced to East and West Turkestan, while the usage in these areas was loosely linked to the Greek Antiquity. But not all members of the Xianbei society adopted the apparatus. While the use was definitely associated with wealth and high ranks, chin-straps were also associated with certain groups of people. Judging from the funerary concepts of the tombs, in which chin-straps occur, Sogdians and an association of chin-straps with Zoroastrianism, as maintained by a number of Chinese scholars in the past two years, can be ruled out. 
The funerary custom was passed down to Tang times. Again it was linked to certain groups, whose origins were often non-Han Chinese. Furthermore, a new development in the funerary rite appeared: In many cases the chin-straps were excavated from rich burials together with elaborate headdresses. The question arises whether the original purposes of the chin-straps were maintained or if the chin-straps became a decorative part of the headdress for the deceased?
 
Akiko NAKAMURA
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Differences and Interactions of Roof Tile Production Technique between the Chinese Central Plain and the Korean Peninsula

The emergence of Qin and Han empires had drastically broadened the distribution of buildings with roof tiles in East Asia. In the Chinese Central Plain, although roof tiles were produced with almost the same method as pottery making at the beginning, by the early Western Han period (206 BC-AD 9) they had adopted new production technique – making end discs and semi-cylinders separately, joined together later – which was suitable for large-scale production. However, in the area where roof tiles began to be produced under influence from the Central Plain, roof tiles were made the way pottery was made. The most typical example of this is from the site of the Lelang Commandary in the Pyongyang region on the Korean Peninsula. The production technique which disappeared in the Central Plain in the second century BC had been used until the third century AD at Lelang. Furthermore, this technique was diffused further south in the early Paekche period. This technique is also observed in northeast China in the later period, such as the Wei and Jin periods and the kingdom of Bohai/Palhae (698-926). In short, the initial production technique which was abandoned earlier in the Central Plain continued much longer separately in the peripheral area where the specialization and shift to large-scale production of roof tiles was achieved much later.


Shinya SHODA
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Comparative Study of Ancient Wooden Eating Utensils Between Korea and Japan
	
This paper re-examines similarities and differences between a variety of eating utensils from southern Korea and western Japan dating from the third to seventh century AD. They correspond to the Three Kingdoms period, the Unified Silla period (Korea) and the Kofun to Nara period (Japan). Previous studies have stressed that the style of the Korean utensils influenced that of the Japanese. This is based on changes in pottery production techniques, diffusion of the steaming cooking method and the introduction of kitchen furnaces in dwelling pits.  Significant amounts of well-preserved wooden eating utensils have recently been excavated from waterlogged sites in both countries: thus enabling a comparative study. As a result, it is suggested that although there are striking similarities significant differences exist, represented by the exclusive distribution of compartmentalised containers (jeolpan) from Korea and rounded containers (magemono) from Japan. To better understand ancient cuisine culture in both regions requires a close analysis of not only the pottery or the food preparing features, but also the wooden utensils.
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The Horse as a Medium between this World and the Next during the Kofun Period in Japan

The arrival of the horse in Japan during the late 4th and early 5th century A.D. entailed profound changes for the society of Kofun period Japan. With the horse arrived a new set of prestige objects and religious beliefs from the Eurasian mainland. Influenced by nomadic traditions, the horse began to play an important role not only in mounted combat and as a prestige object but also in religious contexts. Burial goods like horse trappings and lamellar armour, vertical-slat helmets or horse armour for mounted combat underline the great importance of the horse for the ruling elite. At the same time horse burials, the sacrifice of horses and the burial of horse gear at ritual sites as well as murals depicting horses or riders in the stone chambers of mounted tombs or tunnel tombs show the importance of the horse in a religious context. 
This paper will analyse the religious and economic importance of the horse during the Kofun period. It will show furthermore how the horse connected Kofun period Japan with traditions and influences from the Eurasian mainland and how it acted as a medium between this world and the next.
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