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Abstract (in French and English)

Book abstract

As tensions remain on the Korean peninsula, this book looks back on the decade of improved
inter-Korean relations and engagement between 1998 and 2008, now known as the ‘Sunshine
Policy’ era. Moving beyond traditional economic and political perspectives, it explores how
this decade of intensified cooperation both affected and reshaped existing physical, social
and mental boundaries between the two Koreas, and how this ‘de-bordering’ time since fol-
lowed by strong ‘re-bordering’ has changed the respective attitudes towards the other. Based
around three key themes, ‘Space’, ‘People’, and ‘Representations’; the book looks at the tan-
gible and intangible areas of contact created by North-South engagement during the years of
the Sunshine Policy. ‘Space’ focuses on the border regions and discusses how the border re-
flects the dynamics of multiple types of exchanges and connections between the two Koreas,
as well as the new territorial structures the Sunshine era has created. ‘People’ addresses is-
sues in human interactions and social organizations, looking at North Korean defectors in the
South, shifting patterns of North-South competition in the ‘Korean’ diaspora of post-Soviet
Central Asia, and the actual and physical presence of the Other in various social settings.
Finally, ‘Representations’ analyses the image of the other Korea as it is produced, circulated,
altered /falsified and received (or not) on either side of the Korean border. The book draw
on a broad spectrum of disciplines ranging from geography, anthropology and archaeology,
to media studies, history and sociology, in order to show how the division between North
and South Korea functions as an essential matrix for geographical, social and psychological
structures on both sides of the border.

Book presentation purpose :

This book presentation is the third movement of a 3-part panel gathering the members
of the research group ”Boundaries of Korean-ness” of the Centre for Korean Studies of the
UMR 8173 China, Korea, Japan (CNRS, EHESS). The two other parts are the following
workshops organized by Kyung-mi KIM (INalCO) and Eunsil Yim (Paris-Diderot Univer-

sity):
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- Atelier 1 (Re)drawing the boundaries of ”Korean-ness” I : objects and representations

- Atelier 2 (Re)drawing the boundaries of ”Korean-ness” II : norms and institutions ;

- The book presentation will be organized as a round table review of the book, with the
comments and questions of the following discussants:

Laurent Jeanpierre (Nanterre University)

Karoline Postel-Vinay (Sciences Po, CERI)
Jung-hwan Yoo (Asia Centre)
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